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To tes r20m63y able William Lenthall &[quire, Speaker of 8be 
Houſe of Commons, Theſe preſent. 


Fioaumable Sir, ; : : : FT eel 
=#.2c ae HC high Sheriffe of Zaucaforre having ſurpriſed the 
g—_— ———— — — Poder and Match at Preftos, a$ you have recei- 

| ved adver:i{ements by a Letter heerewith ſent 
from M.Rigby, who inſtantly gave notice thereof 
to M. Afton of Middleton, for prevention of the 
like in Aanchefter, where 10-barrells of Powder, 
-—) Wy andſomefew bundles of Match were lodged in a 
ARA S. rome of a houſe belonging to the Lord Strange, 
bim lent for the keeping thereof : M. Aſhton forthwith repaired 


wich, two of the Commiltionersjin the Comnnifton of Array: from the 
King, and M. Nicholas Moſley, and Thomas Danſen the Under-Sheriffe, 
endevoured to take away that Powder and Match, bat were prevented 
by M. Aſhton, who,with Sir Thomas Stanley,and others, Deputy Liey- 
tenants, tooke it, and removed it into other places of the Towne : and 
thereupon my Lord Strange,who had upon Munday lift ſeafed and taken 
away above 30. barrels of Powder,. and a great quantity of Match from 
Leverpool, parcell of the Countries Magazine, did , with many armed. 
Forces, repare to a Town called Bury, neer MancheSter , but 20, miles 
diltant from his owne houſe : This appearance of his, {trook a great ter-- 
rour and amazement into the Countrey, fo that inftantly; for their fafery 
and defence, the Townſmen of Mancheiter pat themſelves into Armes, . 
and many of the parts. adjacent came yolumnarily in nnto-them for their 
aſltiftance': deg come togetier, we and divers others aithe Deputy= 
Liev:enants muſivered and trained them,and with them VCganto execute 
our inftrudtions for the Alita, and thenftood in a poſture of defence,as 
yer w2 coe : And wee andionr fellow Deputy-Lievienants, though our 
z0rc2S were for the preſent mnchttronger then thoſe of the Lo. Strange, 
15 we dowt not ke well underſtood, did nevertheleſs, for prevention of 
efron of bloud, fend nn:o himnupon Thurſday latt two, and yeſterday 
tirce of cu: ſelves to treat with him, and to atrone the bufineſſe : the re-. 
fait of theſe Treaties was, That his Lordihip of-red, That if we would 
returne the Powder and Match into his hands,in the place from whence 
it was taxen, then he would depofite them into the hands of ſome of ns, 
and of WM. Robert Holt, one of his owne Deputy-Lievtenans by Con 
miſiion fromthe King 3 whereunto we and our feliow Deputy-Lievte- 
nams could not aflent,, ſo that upon thoſe Treaties, in thoſe two dayes 
aethung 15yet done therein ; however, yeſterday the Lord Straxpe dil- 
mifted divers of his Forces, fo that but few men did ycerday appeare 
zbout Iva, Which occaſioned ns.and our fellow Deputy-Lievtenantsto 
tufter many of our Forces which came out of the neighbouring Towns 
£0 returne to their owne houſes:; and this morning we have againe for 
che ÞKe purpoſe as formerly, ſent to his Lordſhip ene of our ſelves, who 
"IP yetrewnes : and ſince whaſc gepartgre from ys, wee jeare that 
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were inatting upon the Moore, will. Sumprey, ſervant to Mic. 17:7. 1. 
ringtey, Who during his late Deputy Lieutcrancy,had placed in 2 rrivate 
houſe in Preſion,about 13 barrells of Gunpowder, and ſome quantity c/ 
Match, did ſecretly convey away abont fix barrels thereof, in Poo 
Lloathes upon Pack-horſes,and thenext morning avout fix of the cleci 
and before, we had notice in whoſe houſe that Powder and Match was 
lodged, The Sheriffe did convey away out ofthe Tozyne and Liberties of 
Prefton,the refidue of the ſaid Powder and Match ; which being made 
knowne to me, I forthwith repaired to the Sheriffe, and ſhewed the O;- 
der of the Lords and Commons made the 10. of ACay laſt for the difpc- 
#ing of the Magazines,and allo a deputation from the Lord Wharton, at;- 
thoriſing his Deputy Lientenauts,or any two or more of them, to diſpoſe 
of the Magazines of Lencaſtire,and then defired him to cauſe that pow- 
der to be returned td Preftos : but he anſweted, that he would not return 
itbat would keep it and defend it with the power of the County : And 
the Sheriffe and SirjGeorge Afidleton then ſaid,that that Order ſhould not 
be obeyed. AndI thought it net meet for ſo ſmall a quantity of Powder 
and Match, thongh indeed a very conſiderable quantity for the time and 
place,to endeavour the returne thereof by force, ſo that tt now remain- 
ethunknowne to me,where they (who took it) have diſpoſed it. In rhe 
laſt plare,I make bold to preſent my opinion, that the Malignant party 
could not by any paſſage at the aflembyly on Preſt;v Moore , diltinguiſh 
thatthe affcRions of any conſiderable part thereof,inclined wato them : 
and T verily beleeve that we loft no:,but gained by that dayes worke, for 
the ſafety and-peace of the King and Kingdome. Yet concerning the 
Sheriffe,F conſtderine the man,and the conumand incigent-to his: place, 
the great nuinber of Payiſts,the great ftore of Horſes for their ſervice 
now amonelt tkem, the inany Popiſh-Proteſtant-Profeſſors, and other 
malignant perſons,you may peradventure feare,that thereby we ſhall re- 
ceive difcouragemint,unlefſe your tim&y and full aſhitance bee exten- 
dcd tous,and whe other here intralted by you :: But however, I trult in 
Godwiththe iſſue and ſequel), ris Majelty ſhall finde the loyalty , an4 
you the fidelity and indaitry of your humble ſervant, Alex. Rigby. 
= "Ol | ; 
[He reafon why Maſter Shatleworth ſabſcribed not this Letter, is, for 
, that before it conld be mide np, I was by many of my fellow 
Deputy Lientenants,, upon the occaſions , mentioned in thew and my 
Letters, herewith ſent ſadaenly, called away from Preſton to Manche- 
ſer, whither Mr. $httleworth is not yet come , pardon pray you the 


 fouleneffe of the il in regard of the ſhortneſle of time , and multi- 
plicity of occaſions. 


Mancheſter in Lancafoireg24.June, 1 642 


= Sr, | 
N obedience to the inftrm&ions ( which I well endeavour punually 

] to obſerve ) I have taken the bolenefſe humbly to preſent you this ace 
count, that apon my firſt accefle into th parts, I ditributed the depi- 
tations and inaftrations tothe feveral Deputy Tientenants therein cone 


cence, avdl we have appointed & meeting of au ve Dopety Licute- 
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ears and Chptaines inthe County upon Manday.next :-Inthe meanc 
raneit thalbe the worke @f- cay-endeavour , to diſpoſe and incline the 
Comyry:zo;gontribue their afiftance to the publicke ſervice, which 1 
| Any he the more gifizcultly obtained , becanſe it is confidently 
bdotyedand expected by many < Who prepare accordingly ) that his 
Mazclty thtends within-ſhorttiune to Come ito theſe parts, and to pre- 
tacethe;Conntry for his afſiltance aid entertainement, hath iflued a 
Commiihan of Arzy to the Lord Straxge, wherein (credibly atfrmeF) 
thee 18 joyned in'the Commitien the Lord K tmnorrey, Cholmondley,and 
Breretos, Sir George Booth,Sir Richard Wilbraham, Sir Edward Fitton \ Sir 
Zhomas Aſton, and our Sheriffe, Mr. Leigh of Addlington, Mr. 7 homes 
Evelmonaly, Mr. T homas Cotton, Mr. Whutwmore,and others, ſonic where- 
et haye declared and difcovered tog much forwardneffe therein,thoush 
Fhope one or two of them will be better adviſed. - - ? 
| Becauſe therefore 1t 15 apprehended that at the fame time and places }. 
they willattempt to put the Commilſionr in execution when rhe Ordi- 
"nance toenching the Militia s likewiſe to be executed. las 
'-Giveme leave (I beſeechyou)'to repreſent this to your eanhderati- 
on, that ſach further direaions-may, þe added 'to the former as may bee 
rhoueht requiſite,” For by the former ( as may appeare,untoyou by this 
clauſe hereinincloſed ) it ſeemes to be intended, ' that the power and. 
krength of the County.1s.to be 1mployed for the ſuppreſſing. hc al. 
temblies, and for the apprehending and ſending up ofall ſach perſons as 
ſhall after admonition and command to the contrary perſiſt, which is 
nat totbe expedted to be effeted without force and violence, which 
5cing'onceentred into, may not be {uddenly compoſed and allayed,. 
nor-perhaps made gaod , unleſle we can dilpofleſſe them of the - Coun- 
 trey powder, which is 1a the publicke Magazin 11 their hands, ſo as the 
Cauntrey is much wanting, {ave onely that whichis in private hands. 
_ - Natwithſtanding wee will uſe our beſt endeavours within a ſhore. 
.timetoipollefſe.our $cLVeS of the Magazin, and what may ve the fxrther 
- pleaſure ofthe Parliament ſhall be obſerved by him, who willalwaies 
mak&tagkiets.worke of his duty to obey their command, and to your 
freltein partientar, to approve my felfe, EE Re Sms 5 
- +, . Your moſt faithfull friend and ſervant 54. Breretoz. 
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"5 #d,$r Jobn Girlipzon, Sir George Middleton , avd Sir Edward 


 Ficton, ve forthwith ſeat for as delinquents. 
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ofthe C oxnty of Lanica ſter (ſeixedb 'y his Lordſrip) into the hands of the De- 
MilsLiguterezts of that Conrty appointee by the ordinance for the Militia, 
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